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who’ve given a child dying for freedom 
in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

I ask God to please bless the House 
and Senate that we will do what is 
right in the eyes of God for God’s peo-
ple. I ask God to give wisdom, 
strength, and courage to President 
Obama, that he will do what is right in 
the eyes of God for God’s people. 

And I will say three times, God, 
please, God, please, God, please con-
tinue to bless America. 

f 

ALTERNATIVES TO VIOLENCE: 
HOPE IN MEDELLIN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, at the 
end of August, I was part of a weeklong 
fact-finding delegation to Colombia co-
ordinated by the Washington Office on 
Latin America. 

Our first stop was in Medellin. Hailed 
during 2005 to 2008 as the so-called 
‘‘Medellin Miracle,’’ we now know that 
the miracle was more illusion than re-
ality, created by the iron fist of para-
military leader Diego Murillo, alias 
Don Berna. He controlled all criminal 
activity in the poorest districts, or 
comunas, as they’re known, that sur-
round central Medellin. Since his 2008 
extradition to the United States, hell 
has returned to the comunas, as neo- 
paramilitary drug lords fight for con-
trol of drug trafficking, extortion, and 
other criminal activity. 

But the ‘‘miracle’’ wasn’t a total illu-
sion. During those years of relative 
calm, the municipal government, under 
Mayor Sergio Fajardo, and his suc-
cessor, current Mayor Alonso Salazar, 
made significant investments in youth 
organizations, education, and basic 
human services in the poorest neigh-
borhoods. In greater Medellin, invest-
ments resulted in public parks, rec-
reational spaces, culture, and a new 
public transit system. These changes, 
large and small, have helped civil soci-
ety to better weather and confront the 
current explosion of violence that 
keeps Medellin in the ranks of Latin 
America’s most violent cities. 

There are an estimated 3,800 or more 
gang members in Medellin. And about 
70 percent of their ranks are made up 
of young people between the ages of 11 
and 17. In the past 2 years, nearly 2,000 
young people between the ages of 11 
and 25 have been killed. 

We spent an entire day meeting with 
people and youth organizations in 
three of the city’s most violent dis-
tricts, Comunas 13, 8, and 5. Our guides 
were the dedicated staff of Fundacion 
Mi Sangre. They introduced us to John 
Jaime Sanchez, the director of Son 
Bata, an Afro-Colombian group that 
has achieved international fame by 
using music to help Comuna 13’s young 
people find alternatives to violence. 

We visited a local YMCA and its di-
rector, Alexandra Castillon. The YMCA 
has long served as an anchor and neu-

tral space in Comuna 13. There we met 
leaders from Hip Hop Red Elite, Hip 
Hoppers for Peace, and the Kolacho 
School, a music training school named 
in memory of a young boy killed in 
Comuna 13. The groups reach young 
people through the use of music and 
dance, helping them become leaders. 
These youth then use their art to reach 
others in their schools and on the 
streets with the message of non-
violence. 

We went across town to Casa de la 
Cultura, one of the few neutral spaces 
in Comuna 8. 
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We met students in youth groups 
called Diafora, La Villa, AK–47, New 
Dance and others. Their determination 
and enthusiasm to create a better fu-
ture were undeniable. Rap group AK–47 
joined with students playing classical 
music. They put on a stunning rap pro-
gram against gang violence. I could 
have listened to their powerful words 
and music all day. 

We ended the day sitting on the 
ground above a small park in Comuna 
5 talking with more than 20 youth lead-
ers about their daily lives and how 
they use art to promote human rights, 
recapture historic memory, and create 
a better community. I told them they 
should run for office because Medellin’s 
future depended on their leadership. 

The next day, our delegation re-
turned to Comuna 5, this time with the 
Catholic Church and the mayor’s ad-
viser on peace and reconciliation. We 
met former and current gang members. 
We heard impassioned stories about 
how they want to leave the gangs and 
the endless violence. It’s not an easy 
choice. They fear retaliation and not 
being able to support their families. 

Many people in Medellin are helping 
them lay down their arms, but their fu-
tures are dangerous and limited. They 
also lack confidence in the police, some 
of whom are allied with one faction or 
another in the gang wars. 

These youth put themselves at risk 
for advocating alternatives to violence 
and envisioning a future far different 
from the reality that surrounds them. 
They deserve our respect and our sup-
port—not just with funding but by in-
creasing their visibility and their legit-
imacy. 

Rarely on my trips to Colombia have 
I left the place with such strong and 
positive feelings; and after spending 
time in the most dangerous areas of 
the city, I came away with a sense of 
hope. 

I often speak of what’s going wrong 
in Colombia and the many problems 
that need to be addressed. In Medellin 
I found many examples of what is going 
right. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 22 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Dr. Leroy Adams, Jr., 
Morning Star Baptist Church, Omaha, 
Nebraska, offered the following prayer: 

Our God, we come with gratitude for 
another day and with thanksgiving in 
our hearts for the privilege of life and 
the opportunity to make this day pur-
poseful. 

We ask for Your blessings to this leg-
islative body as they govern the wel-
fare of all people of this great Nation. 
Endow them with wisdom, discern-
ment, courage, and conviction to en-
gage the issues of our day and for the 
generations to come to be better off as 
a result of all decisions made within 
this assembly hall. 

Finally, I pray to You that a spirit of 
cooperation and sincerity would tran-
scend our Nation to have solidarity, 
peace, and equality for all. 

We ask this to be done this day and 
in the days to come to give glory and 
honor to You, our God, and we pray 
that Your blessings be upon us always. 

In Your name, we pray. Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. JOHNSON) come forward 
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio led the Pledge 
of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND DR. 
LEROY ADAMS, JR. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Nebraska (Mr. 
TERRY) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
(Mr. TERRY asked and was given 

permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to recognize our guest chaplain, 
my fellow Nebraskan and friend, Rev-
erend Dr. Leroy E. Adams, Jr., who has 
served as the senior pastor of Omaha’s 
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Morning Star Baptist Church since 
September of 1999. 

Prior to serving in Omaha, Reverend 
Adams’ ministry spanned more than a 
decade in Lawton, Oklahoma, and in-
cludes serving as a pastor in Stuttgart, 
Germany, for 2 years. Reverend Adams 
has earned his bachelor’s, master’s, and 
doctoral degrees from the Anderson-
ville Baptist Seminary, and he is a 
graduate of the Harvard Divinity 
School’s Leadership Institute. 

He has made his country a priority. 
He is an 8-year veteran, having served 
honorably in the United States Army. 
He has made our Omaha community a 
priority, particularly the more vulner-
able citizens, our youth, and our sen-
iors. 

When youth violence arose in our 
community, it was Reverend Dr. 
Adams who reached out to other pas-
tors in North Omaha to unify efforts 
and message against the violence in 
our neighborhoods. He has reached out 
to help our seniors who needed hous-
ing. 

Reverend Adams is nationally known 
as a wonderful preacher, a great teach-
er, an irreplaceable pillar in our com-
munity, and a friend to many. He is 
blessed by his two children, Leroy and 
Maria, and Omaha is, in turn, blessed 
by this minister and his family. 

May God continue to bless his life, 
his family, and his ministry for years 
to come. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
YODER). The Chair will entertain up to 
15 further requests for 1-minute speech-
es on each side of the aisle. 

f 

‘‘YES’’ TO JOBS 

(Mrs. MALONEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, data 
from the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
shows that while 14 million Americans 
are looking for work, there are only 3 
million job openings. This means that 
if every single job was filled outright, 
there would still be 11 million Ameri-
cans unemployed and looking for work. 

Passing the President’s jobs bill will 
help these people and help our overall 
economy. According to Mark Zandi, 
Moody’s economist, the President’s 
plan would add 2 percentage points to 
the GDP growth next year, add 1.9 mil-
lion jobs by next year, and cut the un-
employment rate by 1 percentage point 
next year. 

Published reports indicate that 
economists across this country are giv-
ing the President’s plan a thumb’s up. 
This is a clear chance for all of us to 
say ‘‘yes’’—yes to growth, yes to a mid-
dle class tax cut, and, most impor-
tantly, yes to jobs and our overall 
economy. 

PRESIDENT’S SECOND STIMULUS 
INCREASES DEBT AND TAXES 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, last Thursday the President 
addressed a joint session of Congress in 
order to describe his second stimulus. 
This proposal would create $447 billion 
in new spending, being paid for by tax 
increases. 

House Republicans remain com-
mitted to working together in order to 
create job growth and promote an envi-
ronment that allows for small busi-
nesses to hire workers. Sadly, the ad-
ministration’s proposal pushes new 
taxes on small businesses, which would 
create an environment that destroys 
jobs. The President was previously cor-
rect, saying you do not increase taxes 
in a recession. Raising taxes destroys 
jobs. 

The administration’s last stimulus 
added $814 billion to our debt. More im-
portantly, it failed to accomplish the 
goal of keeping unemployment below 
18 percent. Currently, 14 million people 
are unemployed and 25 million who 
want a full-time job do not have one. 

The House Republicans have passed 
numerous bills to create jobs. House 
Republicans have shown their commit-
ment to jump-starting the ability of 
small businesses to create jobs. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

JOBS 

(Ms. HOCHUL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. HOCHUL. Mr. Speaker, I come 
from a part of this country where my 
constituents are real down-to-earth 
people, commonsense people. 

We want a good education for our 
kids, we want Medicare and Social Se-
curity for our seniors, and we want the 
Buffalo Bills to continue their winning 
streak. But more than anything, we 
want to get our people back to work— 
for our kids who thought a college edu-
cation was the ticket to a good job, for 
our veterans who stepped out of line to 
go fight and protect us who now find 
themselves in the unemployment line, 
and for middle managers who thought 
they were set for life until the day the 
pink slip showed up on their desk and 
turned their lives upside down. 

We all know we have to get this 
country back to work. We need to pass 
the American Jobs Act to do just that. 

Just 24 hours ago, Democrats and Re-
publicans stood shoulder to shoulder on 
the steps of this Capitol, united in re-
membrance of 10 years ago, the 10th 
anniversary of 9/11. Why can’t we stand 
together again and do what’s right for 
the American people, Democrats and 
Republicans shoulder to shoulder? If we 

get the job done here, people out there 
will get jobs. 

f 

JOB CREATION 

(Mr. FINCHER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, I come 
to the floor this morning to discuss the 
need to create jobs, my priority since I 
arrived here in January. 

Last Thursday, the President ad-
dressed Congress about his proposal to 
create jobs and move this country for-
ward. We must do better. 

Recently, I introduced two bills that 
are my proposals to help spur job cre-
ation: 

I introduced the America’s Energy 
Independence Act, which would prevent 
the EPA from enforcing its cross-State 
pollution rule for 10 years to keep the 
flow of electricity high and the cost of 
electricity for America’s families low. 
The President recognized that the 
EPA’s new smog standards would lead 
to job losses, but he played politics and 
only rescinded the standards until 
right after the election. 

I also introduced the Invest in Amer-
ica Act, which would suspend the cap-
ital gains tax for 10 years, providing 
more certainty to families who are 
being penalized for selling their homes, 
their investments and farms. 

Instead of spending money we don’t 
have on initiatives that don’t work, 
these bills provide actual help to 
Americans so they can get back to the 
business of making America great. 

f 

b 1210 

REGULATING CORPORATE 
ELECTION EXPENDITURES 

(Ms. EDWARDS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, John 
Paul Stevens warned that the Supreme 
Court’s ruling in Citizens United 
threatened to undermine the integrity 
of elected institutions around the 
country. How right he was. 

Since the Court’s decision last Janu-
ary, corporate special interests have 
had unprecedented freedom to spend on 
our elections. In fact, campaign spend-
ing by outside groups surged to more 
than $300 million in the 2010 election 
cycle and are already off the charts for 
this cycle. Likewise, State laws that 
limited corporate bankrolling of can-
didates have been struck down. 

Mr. Speaker, we have unprecedented 
challenges in front of us. But how do 
we make the tough choices on the 
economy, on taxes, on protecting the 
vulnerable and investing in the future 
and creating jobs? We cannot stand 
idly by while deeply flawed interpreta-
tions of the Constitution are used to 
obstruct our democracy rather than 
guiding it, putting lobbyists and piles 
of cash into policy and elections. 
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